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Fall Turnover can Trigger Great Daytime Walleye Bite
by John Andrew
As the water temps begin cooling
down quickly over the northern states,
some of our lakes will begin the turnover
process. As the thermocline disappears
from our lakes and the oxygen levels
become more uniform in these bodies of
water, the daytime walleye bite goes into
full swing.
This means that the slow walleye bite
during the day on many northern lakes in
July and August will now improve.
The shallower lakes will turnover first
(if “deep enough” for a thermocline) and
the larger, deeper lakes will turnover in the
first week or so of October. Using a jig
and minnow will be first and foremost,
our lure and bait of choice. But at early
turnover, a jig and crawler are still very
productive. Some lakes we can actually
see the thermocline on our electronics as it
proceeds deeper and deeper into the water.
This happens over a period of several days
until actual turnover happens.
When the occurrence happens, some
lakes are not good walleye fishing for a
few days until everything settles down and
water clarity is better. Other lakes that are
larger and deeper, such as very clear-water
lakes, turnover is not as detrimental.
Remember, I am referring to the walleye
bite for daytime anglers.

Mike, Larry and Bill Hartman show off their fall walleyes that were taken using minnows fishing deep water with
guide, John Andrew.

As the walleyes begin to leave the
wood and weedlines, and begin moving
deeper, we focus on the drop-offs and
deep rock humps. Eventually our fish will
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the best fall dates!
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Rest…Relax…Play…
There’s Fun for Everyone!
We no longer offer the American Plan –
We only have housekeeping cabins available.

email: bettyzastrow68@gmail.com

Larry Ladowski of MIDWEST OUTDOORS caught these
walleyes while fishing with Andrew last fall.

relate to the deepest ledges of
the lake. Although during recent
years, we have discovered
certain lakes that have a
population of lake trout in them,
the walleye’s behavior is a little
different in fall. The walleyes
still go deeper than the rest of
the year, but not as deep as
lakes that have no lake trout.
You will always find
walleyes that are going deep in
the fall and eventually on the
surrounding edges of the main
lake basin. Some will be in the
deep weeds, some will relate to
the shallow current areas in the
twilight or dark, yet others will
stay in the creek or small river
channels of the lake. Make no
mistake about it: catching
walleyes during the daytime
now is the easiest since the
month of May. It will get even
better right up until the freezeup.
October and early November
are always the best times for
your daytime fall bite, but the
early bite does start now in
September. As mentioned, a
simple jig and minnow works
best in fall. Working the deep
water of your lake is best. When
fishing a shallow, weedy lake in Andrew pictured above with two nice, October walleyes caught on a jig
and minnow in 50 feet of water.
fall it has been our experience
that the deep bite takes place
in fall may be 50 to 80 feet deep. Still,
early in the season. Deep water in a
with certain lakes the deep bite may be 35
shallow, weedy lake may only be 14 to 20
to 50 feet. This all depends on the
feet (and may never have a thermocline),
maximum depth of the lake you wish to
whereas in a deep, clear lake good fishing
fish. MWO

Create The Complete Northwoods
Spring & Summer Vacation with

Big Lake Fishing Excitement

John Andrew

aboard the 31-ft. “Duster” Tiara Pursuit

715-892-3020 – 715-686-2012

located at Betsie Bay Marina Docks

johnandrew@centurytel.net

Service includes:

All equipment including all rods, reels, hooks, fish cleaning and
packing. Fully equipped 2014 18-1/2-foot Alumacraft boat, 90
hp tiller Mercury, dual Minn Kota trolling motors, Lowrance HDS
Touchscreen depth finders with structure scan &
broadband sounder.

John Andrew
• Licensed & insured
• 42 years fishing experience
• 2 documented Freshwater
World Records
• Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame
• 2 Outstanding Angler
Achievement Awards
• Fishing Lake Superior
& Lake Michigan

Full Day (up to 9 hrs.) $295
Half Day (up to 5 hrs.) $210
(BAIT INCLUDED)

Welcome: Serious Anglers,

Couples, and Children for fishing
Shore Lunch - $15 per person
Box Lunch - $10 per person

No fish...
no pay!
Guaranteed!
Walleye
Bass
Crappie
Trout
Panfish
Northern Pike
Musky (not guaranteed)

ANDERSEN
CHARTERS
Lake Michigan
Sport Fishing
from Frankfort, MI

Half & Full Day Fishing Charters
For Groups, Families and Business Customers
All tackle provided. Boat is rigged with the latest electric “BIG JON” downriggers
and RAYMARINE electronics. A private, enclosed bathroom and
a large cabin for those cool or rainy days on the big lake.

www.andersencharters.com
231-383-0486 cell - dock

231-362-3242 home

email: andersen@kaltelnet.net

