November 2014

MidWest Outdoors Wisconsin Section “Helping People Enjoy the Outdoors”

Page 89

Where to Hunt Walleye Today

BY JOHN ANDREW

Fall walleye are caught in several loca-
tions, depending on the water environ-
ment you are fishing. Weeds hold fish on
certain waters. River fish come from the
pools during the daytime but, in the dark,
we can catch them casting in shallow cur-
rent areas with floating stick baits. The
deeper flats also hold fish on certain lakes,
as do points on some dark, coffee-colored
lakes and deep holes on some lakes.
Certain lakes have several deep holes with
dark water and so do some clear water
lakes.

This article will cover manmade lakes
and/or reservoirs, natural lakes and small
rivers—not the Great Lakes.

So, where do we start in late fall for
northern Illinois, northern Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Indiana and Iowa? Well, for my
clients, we start in the deeper sections of
the lake or river we are fishing. We will
only focus on three locations and we are
going to dissect these three locations in
this article to help you, the reader, become
a better late fall walleye hunter.

#1 - A long extended tapering
underwater point from the shoreline
that will reach out several hundred feet
(or less) into the lake or river, where it
drops off into the deepest water is a good
location for you to use your sonar to locate
walleye as you scan up or down the struc-
ture. Once we believe we are marking
walleye, we like to use a simple presenta-
tion: a jig and ‘crawler or a jig and minnow.
Also, try using a visual reference, such as
a marker buoy. Place this buoy a few feet
away (but not too far away) from where
you are marking your fish. This will allow
you to vertically jig right on top of them or
drift over the top of them. This is a critical
concept for you to follow and, of course,
GPS your position. Some water environ-
ments will bite better on cloudy days and
some will be better on sunny days. This
may sound hard to understand, but ask
any pro walleye tournament fisherman
and they, too, will tell you that this is very
true.

#2 — The sinking thermocline in the
fall. If the water area that you are fishing
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Illinois
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has deep enough water, it will develop a
thermocline during late spring and early
summer. As the thermocline begins to sink
towards the bottom during late summer
and early fall, some of the walleye will also
follow the thermocline and they will stay
at but slightly above or to right in the ther-
mocline. How do I know this, you ask?
Well, after years and years of studying and
following these fish, you too could learn
their behavior and migration patterns.

As the thermocline rapidly sinks to the
bottom of the ledges and drop-offs, we fol-
low the walleye down as the weeks move
forward.

Fish mostly right at the thermocline
this time of year, if there is a thermocline
where you are fishing, and your sonar unit
should display this by showing a two-foot
thick band across your sonar screen.

We also understand that boat control is
extremely important. Whether it is windy
or calm, boat control is the second most
critical concept to your success. First and
foremost is LOCATION. Nobody, and I do
mean nobody, can catch them if you can’t
find them. Once again, a jig is our first
option. Present your offering down and
directly in front of their noses. They will
bite, but present the bait slowly! This is
very, very important.

A lot of people ask me, “John, why don’t
you guide walleye all year long?” Well, I do,
but as our water temperatures get very
warm, the walleye bite slows and I recom-
mend what is biting the best at each indi-
vidual particular time of the year. All my
clients enjoy catching fish and it is my
honor to work as hard as I can to help
them achieve their goals for fishing. This
is why when we could catch a few walleye
in mid-July or mid-August, I recommend
what is biting the best at that time of year
and they always enjoy catching a five-gal-
lon bucket (a figure of speech) of crappie,
perch, bass or pike instead of five or six
walleye. And, as always, we only keep
what a client wants for dinner.

I work with dozens of families, couples,
grandparents and children each season,
and as my website shows, they are forever
thankful and show that by sending me let-
ters of thanks and posting their grateful
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November 12'" - Greendale, WI

November 26" - Gurnee, IL

testimonials on my website.

#3 — After turnover, we fish strictly
on the deepest ledges and points.
There will be people who catch walleye in
other locations during this time of year,
but we choose to fish the deeper areas, just
like late fall muskie hunters who catch
some muskie in very deep water. A lot of
muskie do come from very deep water
every year, as any muskie pro will tell you.
We all must be careful to release these fish
unharmed.

Working in deep water is best done

with a jig and live bait, and you will catch
walleye if you can find them. These wall-
eye bite best at midday after turnover; no
more sunrise or sunset fishing is needed.
Simply locate your fish and use the catch-
and-release policy and keep only what you
will eat that day. These fish are willing to
feed, as previously mentioned, only keep
what you will eat that day.

Sunny days actually are better than
windy, dark days, as the sunlight penetra-
tion is a good thing down into the depths.

Please practice selective harvest and
C.PR.

Now, let’s go get ’em.

God bless!
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Want to have consistent catches like this?
Learn from some of the best Multi — Species anglers in the Midwest
Fishing Reports at every meeting and all club Outings!

Guests are always welcomed
at our meetings
Guest Fee is only $5.00
Meetings begin at 7:00 PM sharp

Visit our web site at:
walleyesunlimitedusa.org
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info@walleyesunlimitedusa.org
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Although our main interest is
on walleyes, our membership
includes some of the top local
anglers for bass, northern
pike, muskies, panfish, trout
and salmon. Whether you are
a novice or hard core fanatic,
our meetings and members
can help you increase your
skill and knowledge for most
freshwater fish.






