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What it Takes to Target Jumbo Perch

Ken and Jack Freedmon caught these jumbo perch
using nightcrawlers on a jig, vertical fishing from a
dark-stained lake.

Dean and Bill Nelson caught these jumbo perch while fishing with John Andrew. They used minnows on a deep,
clear lake.

by John Andrew
When purposely targeting big perch,
I’ve found that being on waters known for
jumbo perch is critical. This is no different
for any other species. Catching large fish
usually relies on their food source, how
much pressure is focused on them, the size
of the water you are on, natural
reproduction or stocking of the targeted
fish you’re after, water quality and or
fertility. I focus on three types of water:
shallow, weedy lakes, deep, clear lakes
and dark, coffee-colored lakes.
Most lakes have perch, and when you
speak to fishermen from those lakes they
say they catch them, but not many over 8
or 9 inches. Then there are certain lakes

that are known for perch that are
occasionally caught from 12 to 15 inches.
These waters also contain cisco and large
populations of crayfish along with a wide
variety of minnows.
Some larger perch lakes contain large
populations of mayfly larvae and are
easily seen on top of the water. Some
waters have a wide variety of other insect
larvae and crayfish. These high-protein
food sources coupled with low fishing
pressure can produce large panfish.
We have found that the deep, clear
lakes or the shallow, weedy lakes can be
fished with small minnows and a variety
of hook styles, depending on the season.
We catch them suspended several feet off
the bottom, and again, this is during

certain times of the year.
The shallow, weedy lakes produce best
at the bottom of the weeds for the bigger
perch, while the smaller ones can be found
shallow or suspended within in the weeds.
You can catch them on nightcrawlers and
other live baits and plastics. These fish are
very aggressive and the entire group of
fish will get active as you continue
catching them in an area.
The deep, clear lakes have a bite that is
also aggressive, and you can use minnows
to catch the larger perch. Again, you can
catch them on other baits as well. Slip
bobbers work, vertical jigging or simple
vertical fishing with a double-hook rig is
also very effective. Keeping a few for a
meal is nice, but please read the
regulations. Several lakes throughout
Wisconsin have had panfish changes for
possession limits.
Some of the dark-colored lakes are
also ideal, and big perch have been best on

Dean Nelson with another set of jumbo perch.

nightcrawlers. We use a half a ‘crawler on
a small jig and drift jig. When we get the
strike, it’s very aggressive, perhaps due to
the very dark visibility and strong scent of
a ‘crawler. The minnows work too, but not
as well as a ‘crawler.
The color of a jig head helps; we use
strictly glow-in-the-dark jig heads. This
color has proven time and time again to be
important for a higher percentage of
catches. Slip bobbers also work well in the
dark water. This bait can be presented
directly in front of the perch for an
extended time, allowing them to find it.
Now is the time to be out there
searching for those September jumbo
perch. They are just there waiting for you.
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John Andrew is the owner/operator of The
Anglers Choice Guide Service located in northern
Wisconsin and he can be reached at 715-8923020, 715-686-2012 or
johnandrew@centurytel.net or
theanglerschoiceguideservice.com.
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